garden.
“If you don’t have hydrangeas out front,
it would just be the ‘Walk,’” says David
Hawk, president of Hawk Design, who
redesigned the gardens in 2005.

Everyone knows the iconic home on Shore Road, but very few have seen the
backyard. There are plenty of hydrangeas, of course, but also an expansive
lawn, a sycamore maple, a circular garden with roses and a conservation
area that abuts the property. Here’s a peek behind its public face.

Written by D E B R A L A W L E S S Photography by B E T T Y W I L E Y
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garden.

The majesty of the property
dictated that we needed to be
somewhat simple and elegant.
— David Hawk, president of Hawk Design

or decades, Hydrangea Walk has been
one of Chatham’s most photographed
sites. The elegant property on Shore Road
features two double rows of stunning blue
hydrangeas separated by a red brick walkway
that leads from the road to the front door of a
stately white colonial. Velvety lawns fan out on
either side.
“It’s an icon,” says David Hawk, president of
Hawk Design, a landscape architecture and
land planning ﬁrm in Sagamore. Debra and
Rob Jones, who bought the six-acre property
in 2005, hired Hawk to redesign the gardens.
“Everyone knows Hydrangea Walk.”
But not everyone knows the backyard.
Hydrangea Walk shows one face to the public,
and another to the Jones’ family and its guests.
“This is the tranquil part of the house,” says
Debra, referring to the back lawn. The sun is
still climbing this July morning, and patches of
shade mingle with sunshine on the ﬂat back
lawn. “This is where we will tend to hang out.”
Here, away from the tourist photographers,
the Joneses could have planted anything. But
in a sense the house, “a grand old home that
deserves to be placed in a proper setting,”
suggested the landscaping, says Hawk, who
began with a canvas of more than two acres
from which he removed tired hollies and pines.

“I feel when I’m back here,
that I’m in my own world,”
says homeowner Debra Jones.
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Then came the lawn. “It’s a wonderful lawn
that stretched out and gave you an idea of the
size of the property,” says Hawk. Because the
house is nearly 9,000-square feet, it “needed
that [lawn] to ground the house.” Just off center
in the lawn stands a venerable sycamore
maple, about the height of the house. Its
dappled shade evokes relaxing summer days.

garden.
Designing a new kitchen can be as relaxing
as a day at the beach with the all-new
The lawn winds westward until it joins a
natural area abutting conservation land
where deer and coyotes, and perhaps the
odd ﬁsher cat, roam. Debra recalls telling
Hawk that she and her husband wanted
to “preserve the openness of the land and
feature hydrangeas, which are the heart of
the property.”

2018 WHITE WOOD KITCHENS
DESIGN GUIDE

A courtyard sheltered on three sides by the
house features large bluestone patios and
red brick walkways set in a herringbone
pattern. Once these spaces were laid out,
“everything started to take shape,” says Rob.
“Then we tried to keep it relatively simple.”

This expert step-by-step
handbook clearly explains
how to plan for your kitchen
remodel and make sure
your project is on time
and on budget.

Hawk agreed. “The majesty of the property
dictated that we needed to be somewhat
simple and elegant,” he says. Up by the
house, he created pocket gardens among
the patios. Here, a circular garden of pink
Knock Out roses are surrounded by a low
boxwood hedge and lawn. There, in the
corners created by the architecture, more
roses and Nikko blue hydrangeas framed by
low hedges of boxwood balls. Russian sage
softens a low wall separating the lawn from
the terrace.
As for border gardens, Hawk decided the
“nostalgic property” was “screaming” for
traditional plant materials in a Cape Cod
palette. On the south side of the lawn, a
tall privet hedge formed a privacy shield,
and here Hawk added evergreens, ﬂowering
deciduous plants and, yes, hydrangeas.
Stepping stones lead past the colorful
perennial gardens that Hawk designed to
bloom from mid-to-late summer in half
sun, half shade. He chose a mixture of
old-fashioned perennials for a traditional
Cape Cod garden: peonies, phlox, Shasta
daisies, tickseed, black-eyed Susans, lamb’s
ear, yarrow, Calamintha nepeta, coral
bells, daylilies, Russian sage, bearded iris,
astilbe, lavender, lamium, joe-pye weed
and perennial geranium coneﬂowers.
Hydrangeas pop up here and there, tying
the back gardens in with the front.
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For your FREE COPY send
your mailing address to
design@whitewoodkitchen.com.

WHITE WOOD KITCHENS
by Gail O’Rourke
Hydrangeas pop up here and
there, tying the back gardens
with the front.

Visit one of our showrooms:
160 Route 6A, Sandwich, MA • 70 East Falmouth Hwy, East Falmouth, MA
774-413-5065 • www.whitewoodkitchen.com

proud
member of

garden.

A little farther west from the perennial gardens,
the morning sun is just now touching a dazzling
sea of Nikko blue hydrangeas. These are the very
hydrangeas that once grew famous on the front
walk. Here, away from the scorching sun and
biting winter winds off Chatham Harbor, just
across Shore Road, “they fare pretty good,” says
Edson E. Eldredge of North Chatham Landscape.

ANTIQUE PINE CUPBOARD

LIVE EDGE BLACK WALNUT TRESTLE TABLE

Eldredge, who has tended Hydrangea Walk’s
gardens and lawns since the 1990s, has an even
older connection to the property—his uncle

PRIMITIVE TABLES
and CUPBOARDS FROM
ANTIQUE WOODS

ANTIQUE PINE SOFA TABLE

Horace Reynolds built the house in 1938.

ALSO FURNITURE MADE
FROM NEW WOODS
Green Creative Furniture Since 1970

ANTIQUE PINE HALL/SOFA TABLE

ANTIQUE PINE BENCH/COFFEE TABLE

WITH CAST IRON BASE

38” DIAMETER REVOLVING

GLASS TOP DINING TABLE
WITH SCULPTURAL BASE

COFFEE TABLE WITH
LIVE EDGE CHERRY MIRROR

CAPE COD SAND

Hydrangea Walk shows one face to the
public, and another to the homeowners’
family and their guests.

2454 Meetinghouse Way, Exit 5, Route 149, West Barnstable, MA 02668
508.362.2676 • open 7 days 9-4 • www.westbarnstabletables.com
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After

Additions, Renovations, Custom Homes
No Job Too Small
Stello Construction, located on Cape Cod in Chatham, Massachusetts, takes
pride in its quality work and attention to detail. Whether you are in need of
a small repair, remodeling an existing home, planning an addition or wish to
One of the Jones’ daughters was married in these
gardens and the other hosted her wedding reception
here. In fact, the hydrangeas dictated the July dates
of the ceremonies. While one daughter wanted a
June wedding, “I told her it had to be in July for the
hydrangeas to be in bloom,” says Debra. With the sun
setting in the west at the far end of the lawn and the
sycamore maple festooned with huge dangling lights,
the yard was a magical spot that evening.
The Joneses ﬁrst used the gardens as a backdrop for
weddings. Today, when the entire family gathers to
celebrate the Fourth of July, the backyard is the spot
for the grandchildren to play, far from the street and
the public eye.
One of the homeowners’ daughters was married in these
gardens and another hosted her wedding reception here.
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“I feel when I’m back here,” says Debra, “that I’m in
my own world.”

Before

design/build a new home, you can be confident that Stello Construction will
work closely with you to bring your ideas to life.

Stello Construction Ent. Inc.
www.stelloconstruction.com

•

310 Commerce Park N, South Chatham, MA 02659

www.elizabethwilliamsdesign.com

•

•

508.432.2218

45 Main Street, West Harwich, MA 02671

•

508.432.7900

garden.

A venerable sycamore maple stands tall in the
backyard. “This is where we will tend to hang
out,” says homeowner Debra Jones.

After the ﬁrm Polhemus Savery DaSilva Architects Builders of East Harwich completed extensive renovations on
the house about a decade ago, it was time to landscape.
Because the Joneses were renovating gardens at such a
beloved, well-known house, they knew they faced unique
challenges.
The Joneses elected to retain the hydrangea walk. Homeowner Debra Jones herself had loved the property since
she visited Chatham with her parents the summer she was
seven.
Yet the hydrangeas in the front were “in pretty poor shape,”
she recalls. Hydrangeas normally do not thrive in full sunlight, and these were “scorched.” The couple transplanted
those hydrangeas that could be salvaged to the partly
shaded backyard. The public, not understanding their plan,
was enraged and someone even complained to the police.
“People were grabbing hydrangeas from the dumpster,”
says Rob Jones.
The couple replanted the walk with Endless Summer, a
variety of hydrangea that can endure unrelenting sunshine,
along with a row of yellow lilies for contrasting color and
texture.
“If you don’t have hydrangeas in the front, it would just be
the ‘Walk,’” says David Hawk, president of Hawk Design.
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