Fueled by ambition
and a deep reverence
for the past, local
firms bring three
historical homes
back to life.
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CHATHAM
COLONIAL
AFTER LIVING IN THIS 1790 CAPE

cottage for many years, a
Chatham couple eventually grew frustrated with the
aging home’s lack of modern
comforts. The house, nestled
on a tree-lined property, was
missing a few key elements:
adequate storage, defined
outdoor space, and a roomy
first-floor master suite.
Hoping to update the
home without altering its
character, the couple turned
to Polhemus Savery DaSilva
Architects Builders, a designbuild firm based in East

Harwich. Under the guidance of design principal John
DaSilva, the firm installed a
brick-clad foundation to raise
the house while also creating
space for a basement and an
adjacent family room. The
team then built an addition that includes a covered
porch, a mudroom, and a
spacious bathroom and walkin closet for the master suite.
“It’s really gratifying that
the owners wanted to restore
the house instead of transforming it into something
modern,” DaSilva says.
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Architect/Contractor/
Landscape Architect
Polhemus Savery DaSilva
Architects Builders

The back of the
house, pictured here,
once served as the
front. Many years ago,
this side of the property
“is how you would have
approached by foot or
by horse,” DaSilva says.
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The ﬁrm installed new
ﬂooring in the existing
kitchen, which opens to
the dining room.
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DaSilva believes the
home was originally
constructed as a half
Cape, with subsequent
additions tacked on over
the years.
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FLOOR PLAN

CH

1 LIVING ROOM
2 DINING ROOM
3 KITCHEN
4 MASTER BEDROOM
5 NEW CLOSET
6 NEW MASTER BATHROOM
7 NEW PORCH
8 NEW MUDROOM
9 BATHROOM
10 SITTING ROOM
11 BEDROOM
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Outﬁtted with
durable stone ﬂooring, handy built-ins,
and solid-brass light
ﬁxtures, the mudroom
provides access to the
new basement and the
family room.
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Featuring classically
proportioned columns
and a mahogany ﬂoor,
the new porch “evokes
country summertime
living,” DaSilva says.
“That’s what we were
after on this special
property.”

92 BOSTON HOME

The team restored
the existing woodwork in the dining and
living rooms, both of
which include antique
doors and exposed
beams believed to be
original to the house.
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WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU

Contractor
Woodmeister Master
Builders
Interior Designer
Planeta Design Group
Landscape Architect
Matthew Cunningham
Landscape Design
Landscape Contractor
Martin Lucyk Landscape
Construction
Stonework
Cumar
Millwork
Wayne Towle Master
Finishing and Restoration

find a sprawling Brookline
Victorian on the market? Buy
it immediately, of course.
That’s the advice interior
designer Patrick Planeta
offered, anyway, when a
Boston couple asked him to
tour this 5,500-square-foot
shingle-style manse, built by
Peabody and Stearns in 1883.
“It was a great house,” says
the Planeta Design Group
principal, who’d worked with
the couple on previous renovation projects. “They really
fell in love with [its] beauty
and history.”

To preserve the integrity
of the home’s original design,
Planeta and his clients
decided against building an
addition, instead choosing to
refurbish—and personalize—
the home within its existing
footprint. And although the
finished product includes
modern touches (such as a
custom kitchen island and a
spa-level master bath), the
design team was careful to
use period-appropriate materials at every turn. “We’re
taking historical elements
and using them in a way
that’s unique,” Planeta says.
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The work of
landscape architect Frederick Law
Olmsted inspired
multiple design
elements, including the Yangki
wallpaper in the
library.
Contractors
replaced the
home’s existing
cedar shingles
with exact replicas,
staining and hanging them according to historical
speciﬁcations.
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The custom
wallpaper in the
dining room features
a handpainted-andembroidered cherryblossom design.
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FLOOR PLAN

1 BACK PORCH
2 POWDER ROOM
3 PANTRY
4 DINING ROOM
5 LIVING ROOM
6 SCREEN PORCH
7 LIBRARY
8 FOYER
9 FRONT PORCH
10 GARDEN ENTRANCE
11 KITCHEN

The kitchen also
boasts a cedar-plank
ceiling, restored
antique paneling,
and a specially made
shelving unit for storing appliances
and dishware.
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In the kitchen, a
bespoke granite-andbronze island complements a Lacanche
stove, accented by an
Italian-stone backsplash
and a Venetian-plaster
ventilation hood.
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DINING ROOM ACCESSORIES PROVIDED BY E.R. BUTLER
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Herringbone
oak ﬂooring and a
wallpaper-covered coffee table provide visual
interest in the living
room, illuminated by a
metallic Codor Design
ﬁxture.
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In the upstairs
hallway, bronze leaf
adorns the archway
and corbels.

I
O

O

O

KL

INE

•

VIC

TO
RI

AN

BR

N

•
CIRC

Created by Moroccan
artisans, a wooden veil
forms the focal point for
the master bedroom.
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The shower in the reconﬁgured master bathroom includes custom
glass-and-stainless-steel
doors, handmade tiles,
and a plant rack. “It’s kind
of a greenhouse inside—a
tucked-away little Eden,”
Planeta says.
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BED LINENS PROVIDED BY ALWAYS PIPER
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The team stripped
and reﬁnished each
piece of the home’s
original staircase,
now accented with a
Planeta-designed rug.
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RELOCATING FROM BOSTON

with two young kids, the new
owners of this 1919 Weston
home always planned to fix
up their century-old digs
when the time was right. The
house, a Tudor designed by
architect Alexander Jenney,
offered plenty of historical
charm but lacked the layout
the family needed to make
the space work long-term. It
also included some problematic 1950s- and 1960s-era
additions, which didn’t mesh
with the home’s early-20thcentury roots.
For design help, the
couple eventually hired
Boston-based Patrick Ahearn
Architect, charging the firm
with reconfiguring the house
for modern living while staying true to the Tudor aesthetic. Joining forces with
the builders at Wellesley’s
Chelsea Company, the team
deconstructed parts of the
existing additions before

WESTON
TUDOR
ca. 1 919
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building two new wings—
each equipped with modern
amenities, but designed to
match the scale, detailing,
and materials of the original home. The completed
house still looks like it could
have been built in 1919,
but it “lives the way you
want to today,” says Patrick
Ahearn Architect’s Michael
Tartamella.
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Architect
Patrick Ahearn Architect
Contractor
The Chelsea Company

Laid in a herringbone pattern,
a red-brick ﬂoor
contrasts with the
bright white walls of
the mudroom.
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The team preserved
the home’s original
entry, framed by an
angular archway.
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Located on a corner lot,
the reconﬁgured house
boasts two new wings:
One includes a family
room, a breakfast nook,
and a mudroom, while the
other holds his-and-hers
offices and a den.
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Original to the
house, the living room
features a grand (and
newly refurbished)
ﬁreplace.
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FLOOR PLAN

1 DINING ROOM
2 FAMILY ROOM
3 BREAKFAST NOOK
4 MUDROOM
5 GARAGE
6 KITCHEN
7 PANTRY
8 ENTRY
9 LIVING ROOM
10 OFFICE
11 DEN
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The kitchen’s
knotty-pine island
echoes the warmth
of the timber beams
overhead.
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New beadboard
paneling adds
texture to the master
bedroom’s cathedral
ceiling.
The breakfast
nook features a
bespoke dining table
and a banquette,
complete with
storage.
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Salvaged from an
old china cabinet,
leaded-glass doors
add an air of
elegance to the
dining room’s
custom built-ins.
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