A House with Many Faces

Beautiful architectural forms come together
seamlessly in this shingle style classic in Orleans
BY SCOTT LAJOIE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIAN VANDEN BRINK

46

AT HOME ON CAPE COD • FALL/ WINTER 2018

AT HOME ON CAPE COD • FALL/ WINTER 2018

47

The front door’s
porch is surrounded
by flattened classical
columns, giving the
approach to the home
a whimsical feel.

A

pproaching this house from the road, you can’t help but
notice the dominant gable that signals classic American
shingle style. It is no wonder that principal architect John
DaSilva of Polhemus Savery DaSilva Architects Builders
drew his inspiration directly from past relics, like the famous William G.
Low House of Bristol Rhode Island.
This home’s gable isn’t nearly as long as the Low House’s. It doesn’t have
to be. It shares the spotlight with the house’s other forms.
Visible is the arrow facing up toward the sky, while the entranceway
is situated to the side purposefully. This helps integrate the opposite wing
of the house, which is where the first floor master is located, jutting out
into the yard and commanding views in 180 degrees. In fact, as you move
to that side of the house, the horizontality of the forms there become the
focus and the gable’s authority is minimized.

(Above) The entranceway’s sloping roof accommodates the path one takes
up the stairs to the second floor. (Right) A long window provides light from
the portico while a smaller window peeks in from just outside.
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The entranceway is framed by two sets of flattened
columns, which honor the classical style while giving it a
more casual and whimsical feel. Walk up to the door and you
can see straight through the house to the water views.
The foyer soars up to the second floor. While some houses
make the path for a guest to go up the stairs primary, here
you have to walk ahead and turn around to start the journey.
You then hang a left and follow the roofline on your right
to the second floor. Windows surround you: there are a few
along the stairs, one looks back into the outdoor entryway
and a tiny one looks out a dormer above said entranceway.
The stairs lead into a cut-out in the shiplap and there are two
similar cut outs that follow, one that looks out over the foyer
and one that deposits you on the balcony. The windows, the
rooflines, and the cutouts make for so many different angles
in this one corner of the house.
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Another whimsical feature is a hallway leading from the foyer to
the kitchen, featuring two curved walls. (Below) Relax by a fire in
the living room.

WE’RE NOT JUST BUILDERS.
WE’RE BUILDING PARTNERS.
EAST DENNIS, MA | 508.385.2704 | MCPHEEASSOCIATESINC.COM
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If you don’t choose to head up to the second floor, there are
plenty of options to explore. Wherever you choose to venture,
you don’t just walk through the house. You circulate, according
to DaSilva. Running in a circle around a homes solid core can
be fun for the kids, but the interior traffic patterns are also
developed for adults. Instead of going straight into the family
room, you can turn right, walk past the stairs, dodge the coat
closet, pass the stairway to the basement and the doorway to
the den, and slip through the jog of a hallway—with its rounded
walls, a device invented by the great English house architect of a
century ago, Edwin Lutyens—to get to the kitchen.
You might meet people who have come through one of the
side entrances at the garage or side porch, then through the
mudroom to the kitchen. You all might retreat to the dining
room or family room, while one gets drinks in the butler’s
pantry, situated in a spot where it has access and lines of sights
to a number of rooms.
Continued on page 57
(Above) The house from the back looks strikingly different from what
it looks like in the front. (Left) Heavy overhangs pull the house down to
the ground as well as provide shade, even for a large bay window.
(Opposite) The kitchen island and table are elegantly simple and the
chairs surrounding them are even more so.
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What Can
We Transform
for You?

Ranney & Rimington Custom Building is a Cape Cod company for discerning
homeowners who are passionate about their homes and lifestyle.
Additions & Renovations • Kitchens • Custom Homes • Bathrooms • Basements
Exterior Work • Decks, Porches, & Sunrooms • Custom Interior Work • Floors
Ranney + Rimington is a full service general contractor. We will handle every detail
of your project from the initial design to the last drop of paint. So, we love to ask…
what can we transform for you?
Call today to schedule a free consultation appointment (508) 428-7147

Even the bathroom
has a beautiful view
of the cove.
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The practical retaining wall in the back transforms into a smoother
tile face over which the infinity edge pool cascades.
Windows come in all
shapes and sizes on
the back side of this
house, the light from
which reflects in the
pool at night.

Continued from page 52
The house looks northeast across Nauset Marsh and Nauset
Light. While the front façade had carefully placed windows to
let the shape of the gable speak, the backside is full of windows.
The gable is also on the backside, but it disappears into a bank of
windows in the second floor master bedroom.
The bottom floor has a similar display: the water-facing walls
of the kitchen, dining room and family room are cloaked in large
windows and central French doors.
Overhangs are overstated, much like the column forms. They
anchor the house to the ground. In fact, the big bay window in the

street-facing den is set back and covered with such an overhang.
The house sits on a beautiful site: flat in the front, and slopes down
to the ocean in the back. The first-floor terrace is modest in size.
DaSilva and team , including PSD’s in-house landscape architect, Rob
Calderaro, were limited by conservation setbacks and chose to devote
a good amount of square footage to an infinity-edge pool.
The practical retaining wall in the back transforms into a
smoother tile face over which the pool cascades.
With its many faces in all directions, forms coming together
to make interesting shapes from different angles, this home will
definitely impress.

BUILD UPON A
NEW ERA OF EXCEPTIONAL
Introducing the fully redesigned collection of products from Thermador, offering distinct
style, quality craftsmanship and incomparable innovation that only Thermador delivers.

craneappliance.com
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Kitchen designed by: Jane Page Design Group & Cunningham Development
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